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 THANKS TO A SMART COMPANY FROM CHICAGO

The city of angels has embraced the latest 
in airflow management technology to en-
sure occupants of the city’s buildings stay 
cool: Remotely Controlled Battery-Pow-
ered Airflow Balancing Dampers.

We’ve all experienced it. It’s been the 
subject of water cooler conversations 
for decades. Someone’s freezing in their 
office, while someone just down the hall is 
experiencing no heat relief. The fact is, we 
all know regulating occupant comfort is a 
constant challenge in most buildings, and 
it’s a never ending battle for maintenance 
personnel and those adventurous 
enough to attempt their own remedies 
(think cardboard and tape).

Enter Metropolitan Air Technology (MAT). 
Based out of Chicago, MAT has been 

manufacturing the manual version of their 
remotely operated balancing dampers for 
decades. They can be found in prominent 
buildings around the world. Balancing 
dampers are used to fine tune the airflow 
into a conditioned space. They are ad-
justed to specified airflows during HVAC 
system commissioning.

Los Angeles has found the solution to keeping building 
occupants cool and comfortable: Metropolitan Air 
Technology’s Remotely Controlled Battery-Powered 
Airflow Balancing Dampers. And sales are heating up.

WHY REMOTE CONTROLLED?
The adjustment of standard balancing 
dampers require access, usually through a 
panel located on a wall or ceiling. If there 
isn’t a panel, sometimes ceiings must be 
damaged in order to gain access to the 
damper. Architectural features could be 
at risk.

Manually operated remotely controlled 
balancing dampers avoid these issues by 
allowing adjustment via a rotary actuation 
cable that is secured to the damper and 
routed inside or outside of the ductwork to 
a termination point in a wall or ceiling. 

WHY BATTERY-POWERED?
It’s MAT’s more recent development of 
battery-powered airflow balancing damp-
ers that’s taking the west coast market by 

storm. Plenum rated wiring can be routed 
inside or outside the airstream like the 
manual model, or even to a central control 
room – avoiding visible termination points 
in common areas altogether. However, 
routing the wiring is simpler and faster. In 
addition, snap fit wiring connections easily 
fit into ceiling or wall surface terminations 
and eliminate the need for any wire crimp-

ing. No hard wiring is required. Dampers 
ship with motorized damper drives already 
mounted. Installation requires only three 
simple steps.  Damper adjustments are 
made with a hand-held remote control that 
runs on a 9 volt battery. Wire runs can be 
up to 1000 ft.

WHO’S BUYING THEM?
This simple product solves problems for 
many different groups involved in building 
construction and management. Architects 
appreciate the elimination of unsightly 
access panels and the assurance that 
architectural features won’t be damaged 
to gain access to ducts. Contractors are 
impressed with the complete product kits 
and ease of installation. Building Managers 
and Mechanical Engineers prize the ease 
of use and time savings when balancing or 
rebalancing airflow.

The LA market has been purchasing these 
dampers in larger and larger numbers ac-
cording to MAT. “We are seeing a steady 
increase in sales from LA to Canada. We 
expect this to continue as more and more 
architects, contractors and building 
operators see the value,” shared Elaine 
Malliaras, MAT Sales Manager.
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Innovative Airflow Management Products
Visit metairtech.com   Call +1.708.552.4040.

About Metropolitan Air Technology

M.A.T. is a US manufacturer located in Chicago,  IL. They have been in business for 
over 20 years. Their products are installed in prominent buildings throughout the world, 
including Field Museum in Chicago, Harvard University, John Hopkins Hospital, Tiffany 
& Co, Walt Disney World and Shanghai Disney, Trump Tower of Chicago, Hamad 
International Airport, Msheireb Downtown Doha, Canada’s West Block Parliament, 
Art Gallery of Ontario, and Parq Vancouver.

Electro-Balance emotely 
controlled battery-powered 
airflow balancing dampers can 
be adjusted at a wall or ceiling 
access point near the air outlet 
or from a remote mechanical 
room (as shown), avoiding visible 
termination points in common 
areas altogether. Common wall 
mount hardware can be used to 
gang the wire terminations for 
up to 8 dampers. 

The product includes a damper and 
appropriate cable or wiring. Lengths can 
be specified. Shown is a battery-powered 
damper that is installed outside of the 
airstream. Airflow adjustment is made at 
a nearby termination point in a ceiling or 
wall, or from a remote shared termination 
point in a mechanical room.

THERE ARE MANY PRODUCT 
BENEFITS:

• Simplifies airflow adjustment
• Allows for remote airflow adjustment
• Avoids need for unsightly access 
 panels
• Avoids possible damage to ceilings
• Can be routed to central location
• Terminations for one damper or multiple
 dampers
• Preassembled/Easy to install
• Great for retrofit or new construction
• Various damper models
• Manual and Battery-Powered
• Many size options
• Available in stainless steel, 
 galvanized steel and aluminum
• Can be used with round or rectangular 
 dampers

WANT TO STAY COOL ON THE 
WEST COAST? 
Here’s some of the locations where 
MAT dampers are installed:

• Amgen - Thousand Oaks
• Soboba Casino - San Jacinto
• Limbach Holdings - Los Angeles
• University of California - San Francisco
• Lake Louise Visitor Center - Alberta

HOW IT WORKS


